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The scenario works out pretty well. Yeah
(unintelligible)

Well, John, let nme fill you in quite briefly
here, Uh, when we, uh, first talked to himl
said, uh, we tal ked about the work you did

before this began, |I said | woul d suggest that
| wanted (unintelligible). | said, "Have you
told anybody about it?” He said, "No, and I
don't intend to.” He said, "I don't intend to

say a thing nore than | need to say in
answering questions with regard to this,
matter, and | will not conmment on anyt hing
else. O course, | will not comment on any
conversation | have ever had with the
President, and so forth and so on.” So as far
as he is concerned, that operation will not be
di scussed. O course, the problem | suppose
is as far as others are concerned or were

i nvolved. But if they do, John, | would play
it straight out. God dam it, of course we do
this.

Well, | have been thinking about this a little
bit. |If I ever got a question |ike that at
the Grand Jury. ..

Yeah.

.1 would have to step out, ask the U. S
Attorney to step out, and tell himthat under
executive priviledge, since it is a national
security matter...

Ri ght .

.1 can't answer; that | would be happy to
refer it, uh, to the President...

Fi ne.

...for his decision as to whether | should
answer that. ..

Sur e.

...0r not, but that I amin no position to
respond to it.
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I f you are asked, you are to say that.
And then...
(Unintelligible)

...1f he says, "Wiy, well then we will have
to go talk to the Judge,” I'll say, "I think
that is what we should do."

Fine. And then you get to the Judge and you
say this involved--uh..

...a highly sensitive national security...
Hi ghly sensitive national security

i nvestigations involving | eaks. Wuld you
say that?

No. |-, I wouldn't, wouldn’t tell them
what . . .

Nation-, national security information.
And I"'mjust not at liberty,...
That's right. That's right.

...and, uh, the procedure we have in
government for a thing like this, is for the
W tness, uh, who is put a question |ike that
torefer it to the President for his
personal review

That's right.

And | would lIike an opportunity for that to,
be done.

| can see you being asked the question.
| think, think, that's right...
(Unintel ligible)

...but that is the process that | think
woul d have to foll ow.
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I, uh, | just, I told himl would like to
have that and he said, "Wat about Hal deman
and Ehrlichman?” | said "Well they, they

both really told me that they will resign
uh, you know what |-nean, in case--and |
said, and |'m sure nothing, nobody’ s going
to resign around here until

sonebody’ s--until | get further information,
until 1, uh, satisfy nyself with Petersen
and so forth and so forth and, uh, so on.
And, uh, he said, "Well" he said, "do you
mnd if | take the letters that | prepared?”
| told himl'd discreetly consider it. "I
would like to prepare themso in the event |
have to go to trial this won't prejudice ne

in any, you know, in that.” | said, "Fine,
fine.” | said, "Pre-, prepare nme what you

t hi nk your, your letter of resignation
should be.” So there it is. So heis
thinking in both terns, apparently. |, | am

just guessing, and | think that's altogether
proper, that he should have a litter of that
sort of thing. But | told him as | said,
"Look, as-far as Hal deman was concerned | ate
| ast night, there is no question about
resigning around here.” | said, "I've got
their resignations in hand anytine | want
them” But; what do you think? Wasn't that
the proper thing to say to hinf

That's fi ne.

He. doesn't give you any indication how he is
going to plead, or what, what his re...?

No, |, | said-when are you gonna t--, uh go-
-He said well ny lawers would, uh, would
work that out. But he al so-get this again,
John---that, that his lawers think that
the, that his uh, possible crimnal
l[tability is limted, you know, and | think
that's dam hard to prove. Now naybe he
said basically, and, and I, and | see what,
what is involved here, as he was sort of
conduit basically, whatever that means, but,
| said (unintelligible) he says it is the
same, he didn't use the word conduit,
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but he said it is tangential in both cases.
He said, "It's a God damm hard case"--and he
said what he and what his lawers tell him
that the Justice Departnent could well cone
out of this without bringing in any

i ndi ct ments agai nst anybody on the Wite
House staff. And | said, "Wat about

Col son?” And on that he said, "Well, there
are three areas, and again, | don't recal
whi ch ones where he"s involved. He
mentioned Bittman, the call (unintelligible)
and so forth.

Call to Magruder.

Call to Magruder? Ch, yeah, that. But
that"s previous.

Yeah, yeah.

I, I hit himhard and | said, "Now | ook
here, John. | asked you for a report and
you sai d nobody was invol ved. Was that
true?” And he said, "Yes.” | said, "Do you
still believe that?” He said, "Yes.” As

far as anybody on the White House staff,
nobody had any pre-knowl edge. He said yeabh,
the vulnerability is in ternms of the after
effect. As for the legal side of this,
think he's got us sone sharp | awers, John
they think this is a God damm hard case to
prove.

For the, for the governnent to prove?
Yes sir, a very hard case to prove.
Government thinks so, too, don't they?

Yeah. | told you that, that, that—etersen
didn't think they...

That's right.

...uh, he said that the legal thing is just
terribly difficult. He said..
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It is a noral question and, uh,
i npression. ..

Yes, Petersen's thinking it’s basically,
let's face it, a PRand it's not nmy job not
hi s.

Yeah.

And I'’m-So, ah, so | told him W have to
decide this and, decide this and, try to

|l ook at (unintelligible), and so forth. But
|, at least, uh, felt, alittle better about
that than I did | ast night.

Apparently.

Well, now, when do | see Rogers? Uh..
Anytinme you want, He's on standby. | talked
to him

How about four o'clock? Get himover here.

That's fine. Watever you want.

Vell, I will just call himand tell himto
be on standby this afternoon. It may be
earlier. Wll, no, it's just as well. Have

him have himover here at four o0’ clock.
Four o' cl ock.

E. O B.
He's helping us to find counsel.
Good, good. (Uninteiligible) how does the

scenario work out may | ask? Is there
sonet hi ng that you...

Well, it works out very good. W had that,

that, oh, you becane aware sonetinme ago that
this thing did, did not parse out the way it
was supposed to and that there were sone

di screpanci es between what you had been told
by Dean in the report that there was nobody
in the Wiite House involved, which may still
be true
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Let nme say that, | don’t want to...| don't
think it, it is gaining us anything by
pi ssing on the Dean Report as such.

No.

What | nmean is | would say that | was not
satisfied that the Dean Report was, was
conplete, uh, and | also, | felt that I
ought to, | ought to go--it was ny
obligation to go beyond that to peopl e other
than the White House.

Well, Ran has an interesting point.
Renmenber you had John Dean go to Canp
Davi d. ..

| know. . .

...and wite it up, and he canme down and
said, "I can't.

Ri ght .

That's the tip off and right then you
started to nove.

That's right.
not wite it.

He said he could not, could

Then you realized there was, there was nore
to this...

Ri ght .

...then you had been led to believe.
(Unintel ligible)

Then how do | get credit for getting
Magruder to the stand?

Vell, I, uh, it is very sinple. You took
Dean off the case right then--tw weeks
ago. ..

That's right.
...the end of March.
(Unintel ligible)
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The end of March.
signed to ne?

Uh, huh.
30t h of March.
| signed it to you? Yes.

Renmenber that letter you

Yes sir, and it says, "Dean’s off of it. |
want you to get into it. Find out what the
facts are. Be prepared to--"

Wiy did | take Dean of f? Because he..
Because he was i nvol ved.

...he becane involved: | didit, really,
because he was involved with G ay.

Well there was a lot of stuff breaking in
t he papers, but at the sane tine..

The scenario is that he told you he coul dn't
wite a report so obviously you had to take
hi m of f .

Ri ght, right.

...and so then we started digging into it
and we went to San Cenente. VWhile | was
out there | talked to a | ot of people on the
phone, | talked to several witnesses in
person, kept feeding information to you..

Ri ght .

...and as soon, and as you saw that the,

t hat di mensions of this thing fromthe
reports you were getting fromthe staff--who
were digging into it--More, nme, Garnent and
ot hers.

You brought' Let Garnent in?
Len Garnent, yeah.
You began to nove.



APRI L 16,

1973, FROM 10:50 TO 11: 04 A M

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEMAN

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

Yeah.

You began to nove.

| want the dates of all those..

|"ve, |'ve got those.

(Unintelligible) Go ahead, right, and then--

And then, uh, uh, it, it culmnated | ast
week. . .
Ri ght .

...1n your decision that Mtchell should be
brought down here; Magruder shoul d be
brought in; Strachan should be brought in.

Shall | say that we brought themall in?
| don’t think you can. -1 don't think you
can.

| woul dn't nanme them by nane.
brought a group of people in.

Just say |

... have witnesses personally cone to the
Wi t e House.

Il will not, I will not tell you why because
| don't want to prejudice their rights
before the, before the, uh,
(unintelligible).

Exactly. But | heard enough that, that I
was satisified that it was, it was tine to
precipitously nove. | called the Attorney
CGeneral over, in turn, uh, Petersen..."

Well, uh, the Attorney Ceneral, actually,
you nade the call to himon Saturday.

Yes.

...after you. But this was after you heard
about the Magruder strategy.

No, before.

Onh.
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We didn't hear about that until about three
o' cl ock that afternoon.

Way didn't you do it before? This is very
good now, how does that happen?

Vel | --

How do you n-- Whay wasn't he called in then?
John, you had nmade a report.

Vell. ..
(Unintel ligible)

John’ s report came out of the sane place the
Mtchell, the Magruder-report did

No, ny point is...(unintelligible)

| called himto tell himthat | had this
i nf ormati on.

Good. But, why was that? That was because
we had heard Magruder was gonna tal k?

No. We didit...On, | will have to check
"1l have to check ny notes again.

We di dn"t know whet her Magruder was going to
t al k.

That's right.

Magruder was still agonizing on what he was
goi ng to do.

Well on Dean --but you renenber you cane in
and said you've got to tell himabout it
politely.

Vell, nowlet’s see.
(Unintilligible)

I’1l tell you the reason for the hurry in
the timng was that we | earned that Hunt was
gonna testify on Monday afternoon.

Yeah.
(Unintel ligible)
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Al right, the President's, the President’s

right. The President is right. 1 didn't
talk to Kleindienst. Renenmber, | couldn't
get him

Yeah.

| didn’t talk to himuntil he got home from
Burning Tree, which was the end of the day,
and | had already tal ked to Magruder.

Right. But ny point is when did we decide
to talk to Kleindi enst? Before Magruder?

Oh, yes. Renenber, early in the norning
said, "I'll see these two fellows but 1’ve
got to turn this over to the Attorney
Ceneral . "

Who, who--which two fell ows were you going
to see?

M tchell and Magruder.
Because your concl usions are--yeah.

| nmean because, uh, | had this report and I
tried all day long to get the Attorney
Ceneral who was at the golf course and got
hi m as soon as he got honme for..

Do we want this report out sonetine?

| am not sure you do, uh, as, as such

| could say it was just a witten report.
The thing, the thing about that...

(Unintel ligible)
(Unintelligible) what have you got here?
That's it.

It was not a formal report.
not es.

It was a set of

Yeah, handwitten notes.
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Handwritten notes?
Yeah.
| gave it to (unintelligible)

There are seven pages, or eight pages. Plus
all nmy notes of ny interviews.

And t hen Magruder canme over. Well, you
don’t want to put that out. You don't want
to, to specify who cane, but th-, then you
called in the other, other individuals.

Then the President net with the Attorney
Ceneral and the, and the Prosecutor and, uh,
got the head of the Crimnal Division on
Sunday. You nmet with himtw ce actually,
didn’t you?

No, | met, uh, yeah (unintelligible) on
Sunday, Sunday at one o’ clock, and then at
four o' clock and I also talked to...twi ce on
the phone to, uh...l net wth Dean..

You net with Ehrlichman and ne.

.1 met with Dean, Ehrlichman, you, and I
also talk, talked, talked to the, uh, to
the, uh, Henry Petersen on three different
occasions, three different occasions, that
ni ght on the phone.

Yeah.
( Noi se)



